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2.2.5 Statutory day-care for children 

education:
It teaches them skills and 
competences.

child-rearing:
It teaches them norms, 
values and social skills.

Day-care for 
children ...

Day-care for 
children provides …

care:
It provides them with care
and supervision.

supports parents
benefits children

2. Tasks and fields of work – Assistance and support

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Articles 22 to 26 of the Child and Youth Services Act (Kinder- und Jugendhilfegesetz), which corresponds to Book 8 of the Social Code (SGB VIII), set out the responsibility at federal level for offering children services in day-care facilities and nurseries. This general task has three fundamental objectives (cf. Article 22 [2]):to allow children to become independent, responsible and socially competent individuals,to support and complement child-raising and care provided in the family, andto assist parents in better reconciling work, child-rearing and family care.These services are to be provided to children with and without a disability together, under consideration of the specific needs of children with a disability and those threatened by disability (Article 22a [4]).Child day-care facilities are facilities in which children spend time for part of a day or all day and are cared for in groups (Article 22 [1]).Nursery care is provided by suitable caregivers in their own household, in the household of the legal guardian or in other suitable premises. The features that distinguish child day-care from nursery care are set out in federal state legislation (Article 22 [1]).In regard to the care provided to children in day-care facilities and nurseries, all 16 federal states have adopted their own implementing legislation, a power devolved to them under Article 26 of Book 8 of the Social Code.That being said, children’s rights to services, which are age-dependent, are identical in all federal states as stipulated in Book 8. These are as follows:Children under the age of 1 only have a claim to care provided in a day-care facility or nursery if they or their parents meet certain requirements (Article 24 [1]). Until they turn 3, children have a claim to care provided in a day-care facility or nursery that depends on their personal needs (Article 24 [2]).Between their third birthday and enrolment in primary school, children have a claim to care provided in a day-care facility. Where required, this care may be provided in part or in full in a nursery (Article 24 [3]). A range of services in a day-care facility must be offered to children of school age “as needed” (Article 24 [4]).In 2020, around 3.9 million children received care in a day-care facility (https://www.bmfsfj.de/bmfsfj/themen/familie/kinderbetreuung). It should be pointed out that the number of places on offer for all age groups falls far short of what parents would like to have.Another contentious aspect is to what extent parents can claim all-day care for their children. Public-sector providers are called upon to provide all-day care “as needed”. However, there is no clear legal interpretation of what this “need” constitutes - the need as expressed by parents, or the need as defined by the providers? In 2017, around half of all childcare places in Germany were designated as full-day places, with considerable differences between federal states (cf. slide 2.2.6).The act on all-day care for children of primary school age (Ganztagsförderungsgesetz/GaFöG), adopted on 10 September 2021, phases in a legal claim to all-day care in primary schools starting from 2026. Further readingAutorengruppe Kinder- und Jugendhilfestatistik (2019): Kinder- und Jugendhilfereport 2018 – Eine kennzahlenbasierte Analyse. Opladen et al.Bundesministerium für Familie, Senioren, Frauen und Jugend (2018): Kindertagesbetreuung Kompakt - Ausbaustand und Bedarf. Online at https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/bibs2019/DJI_Kinderbetreuungsreport2018.pdf (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Jessen, Jonas/Spieß, C. Katharina/Waights, Sevrin/Judy, Andrew (2020): Gründe für unterschiedliche Kita-Nutzung von Kindern unter drei Jahren sind vielfältig. DIW-Wochenbericht 14/2020. Online at https://www.diw.de/de/diw_01.c.745643.de/publikationen/wochenberichte/2020_14_1/gruende_fuer_unterschiedliche_kita-nutzung_von__kindern_unter_drei_jahren_sind_vielfaeltig.html (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Information on the topic of elementary education - education and upbringing in day care for children https://www.bildungsserver.de/Elementarbildung-1658-de.html (last accessed: 31 May 2021). Platform Continuing Education Initiative for Early Childhood Educators  (Weiterbildungsinitiative Frühpädagogische Fachkräfte, WiFF) https://www.weiterbildungsinitiative.de/ (last accessed: 31 May 2021).


