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1.1.9 Disability

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities defines a 
young person as having a disability if they have a physical, 
psychological, intellectual or sensory impairment that, in interaction with 
attitudinal and environmental barriers, is highly likely to impair their 
equal participation in society for longer than six months. 

• Approx. 194,000 children and adolescents under the age of 18 have a recognised 
disability (approx. 1.5%).

• 3.6% of young people living in private households have a disability.

• Approx. 21,000 young people with disabilities live in child and youth services 
facilities.

• Approx. 102,000 children and adolescents with disabilities live in integration 
support facilities.

• In around 390,000 families within the Federal Republic, mothers or fathers with a 
disability live together with minors.

1. Structural framework – Society

Vorführender
Präsentationsnotizen
Under Article 2 (1) of Book 9 of the Social Code (SGB IX), a person has a disability if they have a physical, psychological, intellectual or sensory impairment that, in interaction with attitudinal and environmental barriers, is highly likely to impair their equal participation in society for longer than six months. A person has an impairment if their physical and health condition falls short of that typical for their age. A person is at risk of disability if such an impairment is to be expected.Given the lack of comprehensive data and statistics on young people with disabilities living in Germany, it impossible to curate an authoritative overview.According to the statistics on persons with a registered disability, in 2019 around 158,000 children and adolescents under the age of 18 were registered as having a disability with a severity of at least 50% on a scale of 20–100%. However, these figures do not account for the fact that not all families apply for or receive disability status. The 2017 German Microcensus found that roughly 3.6% of under-25s living at home have a disability, or around 720,000 of the approx. 20 million under-25s living in Germany. Added to this are young people with disabilities living in residential care. Since responsibilities are currently split between child and youth services (for young people with/at risk of psychological disability) and integration support pursuant to SGB IX (for young people with/at risk of physical and intellectual disability), two different sets of statistics are relevant with respect to residential care. Child and youth services (Article 35a Book 8 of the Social Code [SGB VIII]) recorded around 22,517 cases of young people under the age of 27 with/at risk of psychological disability in 2019, and integration support pursuant to SGB IX recorded 103,537 cases of young people under the age of 18 with/at risk of physical and/or intellectual disability. However, for the latter figure it should be noted that the statistics on integration support do not differentiate between semi-residential and fully residential care, which means the figures include many young people who live at home and only use services (e.g., child day-care facilities) part of the time.School is a particularly important area of life for all children and adolescents, with and without a disability. Separate statistics are kept on the number of children recognised by the education system as having special educational needs. In 2018 around 556,300 pupils were recognised as having special educational needs, of which some 321,000 were taught in schools for children with learning disabilities, i.e., not in mainstream schools together with children and adolescents without disabilities (KMK, 2018).In around 390,000 families within the Federal Republic of Germany, at least one parent with disability lives with children who have not yet attained full age. This figure does not include parents suffering from chronic disease but who are not registered as disabled.Further readingBundesregierung (2021). Teilhabebericht der Bundesregierung über die Lebenslagen von Menschen mit Beeinträchtigungen from 9 March 2021, BT-Drucksache 19/27890; online: https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/19/278/1927890.pdf (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Fendrich, Sandra/Pothmann, Jens/Tabel, Agathe (2021): Aktuelle Trends in den Eingliederungshilfen für junge Menschen. In: dies.: Monitor Hilfen zur Erziehung, Dortmund (in publication).Kultusministerkonferenz (KMK) (2020). Sonderpädagogische Förderung in Schulen 2009 bis 2018, Statistische Veröffentlichungen der Kultusministerkonferenz, no. 223; online: https://www.kmk.org/fileadmin/Dateien/pdf/Statistik/Dokumentationen/Dok223_SoPae_2018.pdf (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Statistisches Bundesamt (DESTATIS) (2020a). Statistik der schwerbehinderten Menschen 2019; online: https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Behinderte-Menschen/Publikationen/Downloads-Behinderte-Menschen/sozial-schwerbehinderte-kb-5227101199004.html (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Statistisches Bundesamt (DESTATIS) (2020b). Öffentliche Sozialleistungen – Lebenslagen der behinderten Menschen. Ergebnis des Mikrozensus 2017; online: https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Gesundheit/Behinderte-Menschen/Publikationen/Downloads-Behinderte-Menschen/lebenslagen-behinderter-menschen-5122123179004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Tabel, Agathe/Fendrich, Sandra: Eingliederungshilfen (Article 35a SGB VIII and Section 6 SGB XII. In: Autorengruppe Kinder- und Jugendhilfestatistik: Kinder- und Jugendhilfereport Extra 2021. Dortmund, p. 26–30.


