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1.1.8 Migration and displacement

83.1 million people reside in Germany:
• of which 11.2 million are foreign nationals; of these, 43% are EU citizens.

• of which 20.8 million have an immigration background. In the 10-20 age 
group, this share is around 36%. 
• 10.9 million Germans (13% of the population) have an immigration background; 

one in three has lived in Germany since birth.

166,000 people applied for asylum in Germany in 2019. Of these, 43% 
(71,400) were minors.

8,647 unaccompanied refugee minors were taken into the custody of 
child and youth services in 2019. 11% were female minors. 65% were 
between 16 and 18 years of age.

1. Structural framework – Society
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83.1 million people were resident in Germany in 2020.Foreign nationals in Germany11.2 million foreign nationals were living in Germany at the end of 2019, half of these for eight or more years. 43% hold the nationality of an EU member state. Turkish nationals make up the majority, followed by nationals of Poland, Syria, Romania and Italy. People with an immigration background in GermanyThe Federal Statistical Office defines a person as having an immigration background when they themselves or at least one parent was born with a nationality other than German. One person in three with an immigration background has lived in Germany since their birth.The younger the age cohort, the greater the share of people with an immigration background. One-third of the target audience for youth services comprises young people with an immigration background.Population with and without an immigration background, 2019�(absolute figures in thousands)Source: Federal Statistical Office (Destatis) 2020 a, p. 17Refugee minors Refugee minors very often arrive in Germany accompanied by one or both parents. In 2019 around 166,000 people applied for asylum in Germany. 43% (71,400) of these were minors. The older the refugee minors are, the larger the share accounted for by males. In the younger age cohorts, the share of female minors is the same as that of male minors. Unaccompanied refugee minors8,647 unaccompanied refugee minors were taken into the custody of child and youth services in 2019. 11% of them were female minors. 65% were between 16 and 18 years of age. Most refugee minors thus arrive in Germany accompanied. Unaccompanied refugee minors are legally entitled to be taken into the custody of child and youth services (Article 42 of Book 8 of the Social Code [SGB VIII]). In 2015 a preliminary custody process (Articles 42a et seq. SGB VIII) was incorporated with the aim of ensuring a more even distribution of refugee minors across the federal states and local authorities.The youth welfare offices in Germany were responsible for 22,362 unaccompanied minors as of 30 September 2020. This number includes young persons that have attained full age but who arrived in Germany as unaccompanied minors.Further readingBundesverband unbegleitete minderjährige Flüchtlinge (BumF) (2020): https://b-umf.de/p/zahlen-statistiken/ (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Deutscher Bundestag (2020): Bericht der Bundesregierung zur Situation unbegleiteter Minderjähriger in Deutschland, BT-Drucksache 19/17810 from 5 March 2020; online: https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/19/178/1917810.pdf (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Deutsches Jugendinstitut -DJI (2020): DJI-Kinder- und Jugendmigrationsreport 2020. Datenanalyse zur Situation junger Menschen in Deutschland; online: https://www.dji.de/fileadmin/user_upload/dasdji/themen/Jugend/DJI_Migrationsreport_2020.pdf (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Karpenstein, Johanna/Klaus, Tobias (2019): Die Situation unbegleiteter minderjähriger Flüchtlinge in Deutschland. Auswertung der Online-Umfrage 2018; online: https://b-umf.de/src/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2019_05_20_auswertung-bumf-online-umfrage-2018.pdf (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis) (2020a): Bevölkerung und Erwerbstätigkeit Ausländische Bevölkerung Ergebnisse des Ausländerzentralregisters 2019; online: https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bevoelkerung/Migration-Integration/Publikationen/Downloads-Migration/auslaend-bevoelkerung-2010200197004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile (last accessed: 31 May 2021).Statistisches Bundesamt (Destatis) (2020b): Bevölkerung und Erwerbstätigkeit Bevölkerung mit Migrationshintergrund – Ergebnisse des Mikrozensus 2019; online: https://www.destatis.de/DE/Themen/Gesellschaft-Umwelt/Bevoelkerung/Migration-Integration/Publikationen/Downloads-Migration/migrationshintergrund-2010220197004.pdf?__blob=publicationFile (last accessed: 31 May 2021).


